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Dates to Remember:

March 17...St. Patrick’s Day

March 19...St. Joseph’s Day

March 29...Palm Sunday

April 1...April Fool’s Day

April 3...Good Friday

April 5..EASTER

April 8...First Monthly Call to Pray for
Peace

April 26...Pastor’s Installation

May 3...Song and Story Cafe

May 9...Hurricon

May 10... Mother’s Day

May 24...Pentecost Sunday

HELP WANTED: Bethany Church Secretary Position

We are once again seeking a secretary for the Bethany Church of-

fice. This position could be ideal for retirees with good computer skills or
people seeking a part time job during school hours. Please share it out to any-
one or group that you think appropriate. Here are the basic facts. We have a
longer full job description available to any interested party.

Hours: 16 hours per week, Hourly Pay: $20.00

Schedule: Regular office hours are required, preferably Tuesday through
Friday on-site. Some flexibility may be available.

Start Date: Position available immediately

To Apply:Please email your resume and cover letter to:

revps@bethanvcong.com & moderator@bethanycong.com



mailto:revps@bethanycong.com
mailto:moderator@bethanycong.com

An Open Door Church

“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done!

He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” — John 4:29

Dear Congregation,

his month marks one year since I began serving

among you, and I want to begin with a simple
word: thank you. It has been a year filled with warmth,
laughter, prayer, and meaningful moments together.
From Sunday worship to fellowship gatherings, from
quiet conversations to shared service, I have seen a
community that truly cares for one another. It has been
a joy and a blessing to walk alongside you in ministry.

I[n the Gospel of John 4:29, we hear the Samaritan
woman running back to her village after encounter-
ing Jesus at the well. She doesn’t give a long sermon or
a detailed theological explanation. Instead, she simply
says, “Come and see.” Her, invitation was honest and
humble, yet because of it many people came to meet
Jesus for themselves. Invitations do not have to be dra-
matic—they can be simple, genuine, and thankfully re-
quire no juggling or magic tricks.

hat is one of the most beautiful pictures of the

church. We are not called to have all the answers
or to be perfect people. We simply say to oth-
ers, “Come and see.” Come and see a community that
prays together, sings together, serves together, and
sometimes laughs together when things don’t go exactly
as planned—Iike when the microphone decides to take a
Sunday off or when we are quietly searching for the al-
tar light remote during the service. Thankfully, grace
covers those moments too!

O ver the past year, | have seen many signs that our
church is becoming an open-door church. I have
seen members warmly greeting visitors, volunteers
faithfully serving, and friends supporting one another in
times of joy and challenge. These moments remind me
that God is at work among us.

’ | 0 those who are active and engaged in the life of
the church, thank you. Your faithfulness, gener-
osity, and willingness to serve help make this communi-

ty a place where people feel welcomed and valued. Every
smile at the door, every prayer offered, and every act of
kindness helps someone feel that they belong here.

At the same time, some members may not have been
able to participate regularly this past year. Life be-
comes busy, schedules change, and sometimes we drift
away without realizing it. If that is your story, please
know this: the door is always open. There is always a
place for you here.

he church is not simply a building or a weekly gath-

ering. It is a family of people learning to follow Je-
sus together—and families always make room for one
another.

As we step into another year of ministry, I invite each
of us to carry the spirit of that simple invita-
tion: “Come and see.” Invite a friend. Welcome a visi-
tor. Reach out to someone you have not seen in a while.
Sometimes the smallest invitation can open the door for
someone to encounter and experience God’s love in a
new way. This is the heart of Bethany—a house of wor-
ship where we share our gifts and grow in faith together.
Simply put: come and see!

hank you for allowing me to serve as your pastor

and for sharing this journey of faith together. Ida
and I are deeply grateful for the relationships we have
formed here and for the opportunity to reflect Christ’s
love in our ministry together. We look forward with hope
to all that God will continue to do among us in the year
ahead.

With gratitude and hope,

The Res. Prablu Sigamant

The Thrift Shop is open Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

Donations may be left anytime in the sheds next to the garage!




FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTELS:

nce again, as we approach Easter and the high holydays, I would like to thank you all for having your
most remarkable Church.

| | ere are some of the things that we've been doing:

e now have cameras on every entrance and exit, including the

dumpster and the parsonage. One of the problems is people like ===
to use our dumpster for their garbage and it overflows. The town of |
East Rockaway picks it up for us and they get a little annoyed. Now
that we're watching, that seems to have dramatically gone down.

We also have smoke alarms and CO2 detectors in every available |
space in the church. Now that makes me extremely comforta- |
ble. L&M Construction (Mike Magliaro) has done a wonderful job in =
helping us fix certain problems around the church. He also has put in a &
changing table in the ladies room, hand dryers and automatic on and
off lights. Here are some pictures.

hank you. We all miss Barbara

Goodspeed in the trustees. She was ™

always a constant source of infor-
mation and good ideas.

Richard Eaves,
Chair,

Board of Trustees

Bethany Bell Tower ...is a bi-monthly publication of BETHANY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Pastor: Reverend Prabhu Sigamani

100 Main Street, East Rockaway, New York 11518 (516) 599-5768
bethanyoffice@optimum.net, www.bethanycong.org

Mildred and Art Roemer, Editors Emeritus and Guiding Lights

Charles D’ Agostino, Editor, Jennifer Valis, Assistant Editor
Reach us directly at: cjdagostino@gmail.com or 516-721-8885

Statements made in editorials, signed articles or letters, do not represent an official position in this church.
Persons with differing opinions are invited to express their views in letters to the editor.

Are you less than Eerf,ect? Welcome! We are a community or imperfect people (including but not restricted to): squirming
children and their harried parents, hap}ﬁy and sad people, people with challenges, seniors, young people, middle aged folks,
people of every race, poor people, rich people, in between people, LGBT and straight péople, true believers, seekers, ag-
nostics, odd and ordinary people, extraordinary people, un-churched and unsure people, people with disabilities, hypo-
crites, saints, sinners and everybody else. Because no matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, you are wel-
come here just as you are!




. Spring Greetings!

Today, March 9 th , was a fantastic day! Not
that the world is without problems. Not
that I am without problems. Today was a fantas-
tic day because after bone chilling cold weather
and way too much snow, it was unseasonably
warm and sunny. I think it may have hit 70°.

wesome. | got myself outside and puttered
about the yard, cleaning up some of the
winter debris. To my delight, I discovered bulbs
popping up, green iris blades rising and two fall
chrysanthemums that refused to die. I didn’t

Greetings from your Bethany Moderator

In peace, Janet Moser, Bethany

v o=

need to turn on my music as the birds were treating me to a joyful symphony. My Merlin phone
App identified all sorts of bird species in less than three minutes, from sparrows, to finches, to
woodpeckers. If you like birds at all, I highly recommend Merlin Bird ID by Cornell Lab. It lets
you record the bird sounds around you and tells you what they are and what those birds look like.

o, what is the point of all this? It’s about Hope. And hand in hand

T <R Swith Hope is Faith. In the midst of a troubled world, the seasons still

THE
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change. Winter does not last forever. The birds still sing their songs re-
gardless of the price of groceries. The flowers will bloom no matter how
high the gas prices become. The sun still rises and the stars still twinkle.
We, as a people, need to nurture our faith and allow hope to enter our
hearts. Not to become happy idiots — no, no, no! When we embrace our
faith and allow ourselves to hope, we become like the spring bulb with the
power to burst out of the dark into the light of a new day. And every day
is a new day.

]ust as the flower brings joy, we can bring our light into the world and
work in ways both small and mighty to make it a better place for all. I

have faith and hope that you will do just that. I wish all a blessed Easter — the ultimate celebration

of Faith and Hope!

The Thrift Shop is open Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

Donations may be left anytime in the sheds next to the garage!




SUNDAY SCHOOL:
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Bethany Sunday school takes place at 9:45 am with Sunday service directly following
@I10:30am. If you know anyone who would like to join our classes please reach out to Marie
Farrell - 516-528-4984 or Tina Lewald at 917-270-6509.

On April 26™, Pastor Prabhu will be formally installed as our Pastor. This is an important and wonderful
event. Invites will be going out but to avoid the possibility of missing anyone, we are sending this version
out now. Feel free to RSVP to Jessie Kilgus at the number below.

Bethany Congregational Church, 100 Main St, East Rockaway, NY 11518

joyously invites you to join us for the Installation of

The Reverend Prabhu Sigamani as our Pastor and Teacher

Sunday, April 26, 2026
at three o’clock in the afternoon.m(3:00 P.M.)

Save

The

Date!
A reception will follow in our Fellowship Hall

Please RSVP (text or call) to Jessie at 516-860-4998




VENTURE CRE W 1 21

Congratulations to our E E

12 charter adults on be- EEFETES==EA

ing awarded the William D Bryce New Unit Award, many were helping as they were bemg
awarded. Thank you to the Bethany congregation for welcoming us to your service & joining us
for our 2nd annual Pancake breakfast.

The Crew meets every Thursday evening at 7:30 P.M. Come on down for more information on
what they do and how 17-20 year olds may join.

VENTURE CREW 518

This is another Crew that meets on Tuesdays.

Come on down for more information on what they do and how 17-20 year
olds may join.

J ANE O ? HARA ? S RICE PUDDING (submitted by Linda Fardella)

1/2 Gallon Milk 1 cup heavy cream Chill
1/4 Ib. butter (1 Stick) 1 tsp vanilla Serve with whipped cream...Enjoy
3/4 cup sugar 1 1/2 ounces Ameretta
Bring above mixture to a slow boil. Add to mixture
Add 1 cup rice—lower flame Continue to cook 10-15
minutes

Simmer for 45 minutes to 1 hour

) Pour in a bowl
Stir often

Sprinkle with cinnamon

Beat 1 egg
The Thrift Shop is open Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 AM-2:00 PM




FROM THE EDITOR:

In sympathy for the Sigamani family, We share the sad
news of the passing of Navaratnam Devadoss. Please
keep Pastor, lda and their family in your prayers.

PRAYING ey All the best to Janet Moser and Maryanne Walling for
YOU FEEL “ (@A complete and healthy recoveries.

BETTER .4

SOON. ¢ &

....to Mr. and Mrs. Ben
Lukens on the birth of Ella
Clare born February 27th.

addifion to

jrur sl
Rev. Mark and Kate Lukens
are the very proud grandpar-
ents.

New York Conference
United Church of Christ

Monthly Prayer Calls for Peace and Unity Are Set To Begin April 8th

"Pray without ceasing" (1Thessalonians 5:17). On some days that may seem harder
to do than on others. When every day feels heavier than the last, it i1s more im-
portant than ever for us to turn to the one Source of love and life that is constant
and comforting, the Source of our strength, the One who gives us hope.

Our Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams, and our Moderator, Rev. Judy
Van Kennen, are inviting everyone in the New York Conference to come together,
monthly, for a Prayer Call for Peace and Unity beginning Wednesday, April 8th,
at 8:00 am (EDT) and continuing every 2nd Wednesday of the month, at 8:00 am,
thereafter.

So many of our siblings, both inside our borders and out, need our prayers. Togeth-
er, we will lift our voices as one. Together, we will pray for an end to the suffering
that so many worldwide are experiencing. Together, we will pray without ceasing.

"For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them..." Matthew 18:20

The Thrift Shop is open Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

Donations may be left anytime in the shed next to the garage!




What Does Love Mean?
How 4-8 Year-0OIld Kids Describe Love

By Ladan Lashkari (Nov 15, 2024)

Website: dailygood.org “Stories that nurture the soul”

A group of professional people posed this question to a group of 4 to 8 year-olds:

"What does love mean?'  The answers were deeper than they ever imagined:

"When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore.
So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That's

love." Rebecca - age 8

"When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know that your

"

name is safe in their mouth.” Billy - age 4

"Love is what makes you smile when you're tired." Terri - age 4

"Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to

him, to make sure the taste is OK." Danny - age 7

"Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen."
Bobby - age 7

"If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.”" Nikka 6

"Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken." Elaine - age 5

n

"Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day." Mary—age

4
"Love is when Mommy sees Daddy on the toilet and she doesn't think it's gross." Mark—
age 6

"You really shouldn't say 'l love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it

a lot. People forget." Jessica - age 8
WISHING YOU A WEALTH OF HEALTH ~~ Carol Henck

The Thrift Shop is open Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

Donations may be left anytime in the sheds next to the garage!




y Uy If you walked by the

- " Bethany Parish Hall on
JOIN US FOR A SUNDAY AFTERNOON : Sunday night, March 1st,
: you would have heard

much laughter. Comedians

Song a n d Sto ry Joe Pontillo, Devin Bram-

le, Rosanne Sorrentino,

< a fe ALL FAITHS AND CULTURES ARE WELCOME - Chr's Ferrett" and . Les
Degen kept the audience

R T e in stitches while Betha-
‘ [}
roots, home, and where we belong. ( ny's own Maureen Melt-

L zer hosted the show!
FEATURING: FOLKESTRA AND JAE.CI Y Bravo!

Sunday

B NEW DATE - MAY 3

f‘/‘“" .‘f.;i 2_5 PM
s, Bethany Congregational

Church
100 Main St, East Rockaway, NY

33 $15 per person, includes a
light dinner of sandwiches
and salad

Scan the QR
code for ticket
registration
and more
information!
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The Thrift Shop is open Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

Donations may be left anytime in the sheds next to the garage!




L&EM IMPROVEMENTS

BASEMENT RENOVATIONS - Kitchens

- Bathrooms
Egress Windows - Windows
Water Proofing - Doors
Fremch Drains - Decks
Exfrea Living Space - Brick Pavers
- Fla® Roofs
- Oren Froor PrLans - Flooring

- PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL - HEAT
- CENTRAL AC - DUCTLESS AC

Ca" or Text Mike ST16-557-5057%

- Residential + Licensed & Insured + H17653100000

East Rockaway Fire Department, Inc

SJgilans 2
T &
Ze St

Gregory Hall - Available For Rental
5 Main Street East Rockaway, NY 11518
Phone (516) 599-9771 = Fax (516) 596-4712

American Cool Air

Marc Goldberg

“Since 1825”

KENNETHLISAK JR. & PHILIP M. TAGLLA

21 Ryder Place (516) 593-0888 (Office)
Sming All Fﬂitbs East Rockaway, NY 11518 (516) 593-0999 (Fax)
Cremation Services * Medicaid Approved | :
B T A Advertise here:
ley Renovated Our deadline for publication in the next issue is always

Areﬂk Lﬂrgeyt Chﬂpe[ the 10th of the following months:

RrcsRlanncdiEuneral 118 Union & January: March Mays Julvs September and Novem-
Arrangemems nion AVENUE, ber. The costs would be as follows:
/s NOECINECINPS

Lynbrook « 1/8 page....$40.00/issue or $200.00/all six

51 6 5 93 1 1 1 1 « 1/4 page ...$75.00/issue or $375.00/all six
s g Contact our editor: cjdagostino@gmail.com or Call

www.perryfh.com or text: 516-721-8885 for all of the details.




DR. SANFORD A. SCHWARTZ, PH.D
NYS Licensed Psychologist
893 Princeton Rd, Woodmere, NY
11598
Ph# 646-641-1560

EMoTIONS:

How to handle and regulate anger & frustration in a produc-
tive manner.

HEeLPING COUPLES:

The couple will understand, support, and reason with each
other, rather than get angry, withdraw, and be critical of
each other.

HELPING INDIVIDUALS:

Improve self-image, and increased self-confidence at work.
How to worry less and achieve peace of mind.

A more relaxed approach when interacting with others

ADOLESCENTS & YOUNG ADULTS:
More self-confidence when choosing a career. A better
senses of self when socializing and dating.

Loss:
Helping to heal, and remain productive, after the loss of
loved one.

Virtual and in office visits.

HELP ME HELP BETHANY!
Thinking Real Estate?

As a member of Bethany Church, I will
gladly donate to the Church 25% of my

earned income (in your name) coming from a referral
from any member of Bethany or reader of The Bell Tower,
whether it is for yourself, friend, or relative! This includes
any rental or the sale of any residential, condo, co-op, com-
mercial or investment property. | am in the business since
1994!! I have experience and knowledge. I come to you!

FREE MARKET ANALYIS!

Charles D’Agostino
516-721-8885

Lic. Associate Broker
cjdagostino@gmail.com
www.charlesdagostino.com

SIMPLEX
3

0F MIDDLE VILLAGE, INC

244 N. Main St, Freeport NY 11520
(Entrance and customer parking on E. Seaman Ave.)
Telephone: (718) 894-9480
Fax: (718) 894-1370
Website: www.simplexmv.com
-Showroom visit by appointment Monday-Saturday
-Free in-home estimates

Nassau County H.I.C. Lic. No. HO807060000
Suffolk County H.I.C. Lic. No. 54475-H
N.Y.C. H.I.C. Lic. No. 2009673

Windows-Doors-Awnings-Siding
-Blinds-Shades-Vinyl flooring
-Radiator enclosures-Table pads
-Hunter Douglas window treatments

-Established 1933
-Family-owned and operated by the Calabrese
Family for over 90 years!

Trust us with your families wishes.
To provide your family with the best
PR decision and care for your loved ones.
Guy Donza SFD, Thomas Donza Call us to sit down and

& Christine Donza g e
Funeral Directors & discuss a Tradition & Trust

Pre-Arrangement Counselors  pre-arrange ment.

Warm and Personal Service
A Family Tradition Since 1926

333 Atlantic Avenue, East Rockaway, N.Y. 11518
Tel: (516)593-2521 | Fax: (516)825-6380
www.donzafuneralhome.com



http://www.simplexmv.com/
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Bell Tower Boosters

If you enjoy The Bell Tower
and you would like to see
your name here, please send a
small donation to
Bethany Church.

It helps to offset costs.
Thank you.

P GETHANY CONGREGATIONAL CHURC

E:E j\\jf Mural in the Fellowship Hall

Courtesy of Diana Harrison and Anthony Claverie (dec.)



